


The Galesburg good life

City Council is gathering input through a series of ice cream socials. Citizens’ 
opinions will provide the foundation for strategic and master planning this fall.
 “We’re gathering important community feedback regarding what people value 
about Galesburg,” said Mayor Lori West, pictured above at left. “So far, there 
has been a lot of good discussion about our parks, policing, and infrastructure 
improvements.” Results will be provided to the Planning Commission and 
Downtown Development Authority to help plan further improvements. Help with 
planning efforts is welcome; contact City Hall for more information.
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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 8:00am - 4:30pm

Upcoming Holiday Closure
Monday, September 6

Thursday & Friday, November 25-26
City Council Meetings

First Monday of each month at 6:00pm 
Record public comments at 218-0135

Park & Cemetery Hours
Dawn - 9:00pm

Help show off the good things 
happening in Galesburg by 
submitting your photos in the 
Galesburg Good Life photo contest. 
Photos must 
be taken in 
Galesburg 
and depict the 
positive aspects of life here. Show 
off good times in our parks, library, 
or schools or depict the area’s fall 
beauty or neighbors and friends 
enjoying a local business. Complete 
rules are available at City Hall. 
Submission deadline is November 1.

Ice cream socials gather public input

Dispose of yard 
waste this fall
Fall leaf pickup
The Department of Public Works will pick 
up leaves weekly October 4-November 
20 as weather permits. The leaf vacuum 
does not pick up brush or branches, so it is 
important to separate leaves and brush.
Brush and branch disposal
Do not mix branches or brush with 
leaves. Create separate piles so that City 
staff can dispose of them separately. 
Alternately, residents may take brush to 
the City compost center at 130 Division 
Street weekdays 7:00 am-3:30 pm. 
Questions? Call City Hall at 269-665-7000.
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Meet Deputy Randall
Kalamazoo County Sheriff Deputy Tim Randall has been 
assigned to the City of Galesburg and brings with him a 
wealth of experience in community policing.
 Randall, a former Marine with 28 years as a community 
police officer in the City of Kalamazoo’s Northside and 
Edison neighborhoods, has been in Galesburg since early 
July. During that time, he has increased communication 
with residents and businesses. 
 He is assigned full time to the City of Galesburg. Law enforcement services 
are available to residents at any time by calling 9-1-1 or 269-488-8911.
Streets flooding update
Morhouse Drive and Elmwood Street are known for flooding during periods 
of excessive rainfall and accelerated snow melting. City Council is actively 
considering mitigation efforts so that residents who use those streets can enjoy 
improved drainage. 
Galesburg awarded grant funds
The City has been awarded a grant to help fund new water mains, street paving, 
and sidewalks on Washington and Division Streets. These water mains are 
among the oldest in the City, having been installed in 1948 with replacement due 
in 1998. Work is slated to begin in 2022.
Dangerous building to be razed
Following the closure of the Midway Cafe, the building at 
23 E. Battle Creek Street fell into disrepair, becoming home 
to pests and vagrants. Earlier this summer, a judge ordered 
the dilapidated building razed. 
 “The framing members have deteriorated to the point 
they can no longer sustain the load being imposed upon 
them,” said the building official, citing the reason for the 
building’s condemnation. “The floor joists have rotted.” 
 “This is an exciting time for Galesburg,” said Vice 
Mayor Linda Marble, who sees this demolition as part of a 
comeback. “We hope this property at our main intersection 
will attract a business that will serve our residents and add to our tax base.” 
Rent assistance available for landlords and tenants
Kalamazoo County has received $17 million emergency aid as part of the COVID 
Emergecy Rental Assisstance (CERA) program. This emergency aid can be used 
for rent and utilities including natural gas, electricity, water, sewer, internet, and 
garbage service for renters and landlords who qualify. For more information, go 
to www.michigan.gov/cera or call Housing Resources, Inc. at 269-382-0287 x2.
Zoning Board of Appeals openings
Serve your community by helping decide cases where a relaxation of the ordinance 
is sought or where there may be an error in a zoning decision. No special 
knowledge is needed, and time commitment is minimal, as the board meets only as 
needed. Call City Hall for more information and an application.

In other news . . .Community reads
‘13 Ways to Kill 
Your Community’
Galesburg community leaders have 
embarked on a reading program in 
support of community development.
 13 Ways to Kill Your Community 
by Doug Griffiths takes a tried-
and-true yet tongue-in-cheek 
approach to guiding community 
groups and preparing them to tackle 
the challenges of reviving their 
rural towns, many of which have 
remarkably similar challenges. 
 “I encourage [everyone] to read this 
book,” said Galesburg Vice Mayor 

Linda Marble. “It is full 
of wit and humor, and 
it’s a quick read.”
 Griffiths, who 
calls himself 
a “community 
therapist,” served 
four terms in 
the Canadian 
legislature, which 

helped hone his passion for 
supporting rural development. His 
book is available at www.13ways.
ca and at the Galesburg-Charleston 
Memorial District Library.

What are the
13 Ways?
Future issues will examine the 13 
common mistakes that small towns 
make that negatively impact their 
viability. In the meantime, take a peek 
at common threats:

Forget the water
Don’t attract new business

Don’t engage youth
Deceive yourself
Shop elsewhere

Don’t paint
Don’t cooperate
Live in the past

Shut out seniors
Reject everything new

Ignore outsiders
Grow complacent

Don’t take responsibility

Fall bulk trash dropoff
Tires, asbestos, concrete, other hazardous materials and 

construction supplies will not be accepted.
l

Leave yard waste in the compost area.
l

Available to Galesburg City residents only.
l

Questions? Call City Hall at 665-7000.

Saturday, October 16  l  9 am - 2 pm  l  130 Division Street

Marble

Randall


